ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Annual Subscription: $3.00 17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
297 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10 


Tel.: GRamercy 5-3475 — Cable Address: “Worcil” 


Printed in the U. S. A. 


a 
’ 
: 


under the auspices of 


the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES (in process of formation) ; i 
the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL Wet 

the WORLD ALLIANCE for INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP THROUGH THE CHURCHES 

the WORLD ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS i VASTFIC SCHOY 

the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION ‘ : 

the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION F operas 

the WORLD'S SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION ee 


% De Se esenennnvessnerenneereanneneeeneere veers 
The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
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SCOTLAND he Episcopal Church and the Church of South India 

At its meeting at Edinburgh on November 20, 1947, the Episcopal Synod of 
the Episcopal Church in Scotland took note of the inauguration on September 27, 
1947, of the Church cf South India, and considered the reletionship of the Pro- 
vince with that body. A statement was agreed to, from which we quote the 
following: 


"Tn common with all other Provinces of the anglican Communion the Scottish 
Bishops formally declare taat the Episcopal Church in Scotland is not in commu- 
nion with the Church of South India. 


"They deeply regret that such a breach of communion with four dioceses, 
hitherto of the anglican Church, is an inevitable result of the nature of the 
Scheme of Union, and they should recall the fact that the Episcopal Synod publish- 
ed an adverse criticism of the Scheme in 1944, They also deeply regret the 
inauguration of the Church of South India before the Scheme in its latest form 
could be reviewed by the Lambeth Conference of 194%. 


"It would be easy to rerard the action of the four South Indiandioceses 
are merely schismatic, and logical to condemn it as such without reserve. But 
it must be remembered (a) that the movement has been inspired by the hope of 
healing divisions, and so is the reverse of schismatic in intention, however de- 
fective in method; (b) that considerable encouragement was given to the Scheme 
in its earlier stages by the Lambeth Conference of 1930; (c) that many ex- 
Anglican priests and congregations have at present no reasonable alternative to 
carrying on their work, however unwillingly, under the new conditions, and so 
can hardly be held responsible for the irregularity of the position.ee 


"The Bishops desire to urge upon all members of the Church the need of 
constant prayer that the standards of Faith and Order in the Church of South 
India may, during the interim period of thirty years, grow under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit into such conformity with the principles of the One Holy 
Catholic Church as will meke possible its incorporation into the fellowship of 
the Anglican Communion in general and of the Episcopal Church in Scotland in 
particular," B.P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN The Lambeth Conference 


The agenda of the Lambeth Conference, which is to meet from July Ist to 
august &, 1948, has been announced by the Archbishop of Uanterbury. The Lambeth 
Conference is usually held every ten years and all the bishops of the world wide 
Anglican Communion ~ including those of the American Episcopal Church and the 
Overseas missionary dioceses - are summoned to it. The last Conference was held 
in 1930, and all preparations had been made to held another in 1940; but the 
second world war caused its postponement, 


The general title for general discussion of the Conference of 1948 is: 
"God in His World and in His Church", This is subdivided under the following 
heads: 


the Christian Doctrine of Man - His relation to nature and to God - The 
Christian Gospel for Man ~ The Christian Way of Life for Man. : 


The Church and the Modern World - Modern Conceptions of the State - Inter- 
national Order and Human Rights - The Church Militant. 


The Unity of the Church - The Nature and Mission of the Church - anglican 
relations with other Churches : 61) Episcopal, (2) Non-Fpiscopal, (3) The 
Church of South India, (4) The Ecumenical Movement. 

The Anglican Churches ~ Their tradition and responsibilities - Ideals and 
forms of worship - Questions of Organisation, 

Questions Referred to the Conference by Member Churches - Marriage Disci- 


pline - The Relation betwcen Baptism and Confirmetion - Deaconesses - Intinction. 
EP... Geneva 


INDIA Resolutions of the All-India Christian Confersnce 


A-meeting of the All-Indiz Joint Committee of the Ali-India Christian Con- 
ference and the Catholic Union of India was held in Bangalore, Octobsr 25, 1947. 
Mr. M. Ruthnasawmy, President of the Committee presided. A number of resolutions 
of which we quote the main passages were passed: 


On Freedom of India.- The Joint Committee rejoices at the attainment of 
complete freedom by the country without a violent upheaval, and expresses its 
full appreciation of British and Indian statesmanship in bringing about 4 peace-= 
ful solution of India's constitutional problem. The Committee hopes that other 
Kuropean powers with colonies in India will follow the lead of Britain in the 
solution of the problem of the colonies in their context of Inaian Independence. 


The Committee walcomes the declaration that India shall be a secular 
democratic state where all communities shall have equal rights and duties of 
citizenship. 


The Committee pledges the whole hearted allegiance of Christians of India 
to the Indian Union and prays that the country may enjoy peace and prosperity 
and attain its due status in the comity of nations. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin_ 1947-12-19 14 45-46 
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On Communal Trouble.- "The Joint Committee is aghast at the communal out- 
rages and barbarities committed both in India and Pakistan, which are a disgrace 
both to the communities concerned and to the c#untry as a whole... The Committee 
is gratified that the Christians have had no part nor share in these outbreaks 
of savagery and that, as fer as possible, they have tried to help in calming 
passions and relieving the victims, even though they have suffered sometimes in 
the process,'! The Christians will give full support to the Governments con- 
cerned in the onerous task of maintaining law and ensuring the safety of life 
and properties of the minorities, The transfer of population involves such 
terrible hardships to the people concerned and imposes so intolerably a burden 
on the finances of the two States, that their Governments should by every means 
discourage mass migration and assure not merely by words but by deeds, security 
and equality of treatment to all minorities. "The minorities too have the duty 
of proving loyal and cooperative to the Status they live in, and of assuming all 
the duties of citizenship along with its rights. 


The Committee expresses deep appreciation of the untiring efforts of 
Mahatma Gandhi in bringing about communal harmony and prays that he may live 
long cnough to see peace and concord reigning in both India and Pakistan," 


Fundamental Rights.- "The Joint Committee expresses its gratification 
that the Minorities! Advisory Committee and the Constituent Assembly have sub- 
stantially accepted the fundamental rights regarding education and religion, in- 
cluding the right of conversion..." 


Communal Safeguard.- "The Joint Committee endorses the decision of Christ- 
ian representatives in the Minorities! Advisory Committee to give up communal 
electorates, and even reservation of seats in most provinces in the interests of 
an integrated non-communal State, which is the best safeguard for minorities... 
The Committee requests its President to issue a statement to enlighten the 
Christians about the work of the Minorities Advisory Committee..." 

BePsoe Geneve 


SCOTLAND Reprinting of the Bible 


During the Autumn the National Bible Society of Scotland introduced 
certain changes to its constitution of which two are particularly important: 
the liberty to supply other versions of the Bible in English in addition to 
circulating the Authorised Version, - the permission, in exceptional circums vances 
to add to the Scriptural text notes of an explanatory character to assist the 
work of missionaries and evangelists. 


A circular addressed to friends of the Society explains the reasons for 
these decisions which have no other purpose than to facilitate the circulation 
of the Scriptures 


"The Directors are fully aware of the unique place held by the Authorised 
Version in the devotional life and public worship of Christian people of all de- 
nominations, and they will continue to maintain and promote the circulation of 
this well-loved version. They are also aware, however, that many in almost 
every denomination are finding that the use of a modern translation helps great- 
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ly in the task to which all Christian people are committed, that of seurching the 
Scriptures, that God's Word may be more fully apprehended. They are also aware 
that there are a large number of people who are today outside the Christian 
Church, to whom the early 17th century language of the Authorised Version is 
strange and unattractive, whereas a translation in modern idiom can be read much 


more easily and with greater wniderstanding." K.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Conference on Anti-Semitism 


"We affirm that anti-Semitism is a contradiction of the mind of God, It is 
irreconcilable with the profession and the practice of the Christian faith." So 
runs the opening of a report issued by a conference recently held in New York 
of denominational church leaders, called by the International Committee on the 
Christian Approach to the Jews. 


"In face of many ominous evidence of a new wave of anti-Jewish prejudice, 
the report goes on, we live in a time which demands courageous and aggressive 
action in the combat of anti-Semitism. We are aware that most of the Churches 
have failed to teach Christian people adequately the place of Israel in the pur- 
pose of God, or to lay upon the consciences of church people the duty of commend- 
ing Christ to the people of Israel as to all other peoples. Many have been tempt- 
ed to pursue a policy of appeasement. At this time when irreligion and secular- 
ism are so widespread and rampant this is especially serious and dangerous." 


The report speaks of the special responsibility of America where today one 
half of all the Jews in the world live as neighbours of the Church, for it is the 
Jewish people in smerica who will largely determine the future of world Jewry. 


"Our continuing failure and inability to give constructive and realistic 
help to the survivors of the terrible massacres of Jewish people in Europe must 
fill us with shame. Under the circumstances merely to have pity for the suffer- 


ings of Israel is pharisaical." HeP.o. Geneva 
CZECHUSLOVAKIA Interview with Professor Hromadka on the 
U.s5edeits 


After his return from the U.S.5.R., Dr. JL. Hromadka, Dean cf the Hus 
Faculty in Prague, answered a number of questions asked by a reporter of the 
evangelical weckly "Kostnicke Jiskry" (December 4, 1947), concerning his recent 
journey. 


Asked abcut his all-overimpression cf Soviet Russia, Dr Hromadka declared: 
"Most of all I was impressed by the fact that in a comparatively short time the 
basis of Soviet life has broadened in an unprecedented manner. Society has be- 
come — as far as it is historically and sociologically possible -wified. Human 
dignity has grown and become established because there are new living conditions 
for the workers and farmers. This gces on in spite of great obstacles, and no 
doubt also with many mistakes. But when you watch masses of people you do not 
notice any social barriers among them... Another strong impression is caused by 
‘the realisation of the important place given to the real intelligentsia in public 
life. Only when you are there can you see how much time and energy are devoted 
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to education, music, literature, etc., how much of the classical Russian educa- 
tion continues to flow into the veins of the Soviet citizen of today... You 
also hear and feel that increased attention is paid to family life, and that in 
the relations among man and woman, boy and girl, the atmosphere is much cleaner 
and healthier than in Western countries or in Czechoslovakia,..!! 


Asked about the possibility of a new young Russian humanitarianism and 
renaissance of Christian education, being brought about by Russian enthusiasm 
and by youth, Dr Hromarnka answered: 


"This is a very hard question, I had two apparently opposite impressions. 
Gn one side it is obvious that the young generation is, at least in its most 
lively and active representatives, growing up completely without any direct re- 
ligious influence and education. On the other hand the interest is growing for 
all great eras of Russian history and for everything that created the individual 
nature of Russian education, Single great epochs and events of Russian history 
and the great Russian literature are a living part of today. And so much of 
what was formerly created under spiritual and cultural Christian influence, 
comes to today's Soviet citizen through the general spiritual atmosphere. I 
cannot say what will happen in the future, It is possible that a spiritual 
revival may take a direction of which today we have no idea,!"! 


Asked about the r6le of the Orthodox Church in Soviet spiritual life, Dr 
Hromadka said: "I saw a few churches, I spoke to the present Russian Patriarch 
Alexis, and seme other representatives of the Orthodox Church... The Patriarch 
is an outstanding man who carries an immense burden of responsibility for the 
Church; he knows what the mission of the Church is and understands the spirit 
of our times. The number of seminaries is growing and two higher theological 
academies have been opened for the training of Seminary Professors and higher 
clergy. But I do not know whether the Orthodox Church will become the source 
of a spiritual life which will penetrate into the structure of today's Soviet 
society, Perhaps it will, But it is also possible that different sources of 


spiritual growth and effort will be opened." E.P,.o. Geneva 
JAPAN Visit of World's Y.W.C.A. Delegates 


Following the meeting of the World's Y.W.C.A. Council in Hangchow, China, 
a group of 13 delegates visited Japm, This was the first group of women to 
enter Japan since the war and the first Christian delegation of an internation- 
al character. Their twc weeks' visit was a heavy one, but there was tremendous 
interest and responsiveness from women end girls wherever they went. Many meet- 
ings were held in high schools and colleges where students listened for hours 
to talks on the work of the Y.W.C.4., about conditions in other countries and 
about the women's share in reconstruction, In some cities, public meetings 
were held with up to 3500 people attending and here again the attentiveness was 
amazing in spite of all the handicap of continous translation. 


The "high spot" of the visit was a four day Convention of the Japanese 
Y¥.W.C.A., the first for nine years, held in the Kirwana Hotel, now @ B.C.O.F. 
Leave Centre, lent by the British Commander in Chief, "The spirit in which 
the Y.W.C.4, is revwilding its work in spite of all. kinds of difficulties, is 
inspiring, writes a correspondent, KeP.S. Geneva 
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GERMANY The New Draft Constitution of the Byvangelical Church 
SS a ee 


A- constituting committee appointed by the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKD) - so we are informed by the Evangelical Press Service in Bethel-Bielefeld 
- has now placed a draft "basis" before the EKD, which deserves notice as a 
further step towards church unity (see E.P.S. No. 40). The Council of the EKD 
has sent the draft (which was worked out by Councillor Brunotte, Councillor 
Ehlers and Professor Erik Wolf) to the Provincial Churches, so that they can 
decide on their attitude by March 1, 1948. The draft has also been published 
in the official paper of the &KD and is open to general discussion. 


The present draft tries to balance the different conceptions within the 
national Provincial Churches (Landeskirchen) and tc take a middle course bebween 
& loose church union and a united Church based on a common faith, The iivangel- 
ical Church in Germany is defined as a "union of Lutherna, Reformed and Union- 
ist Churches" in which respect is paid to the confessional bases of the member 
Churches. Of particular importance is article I, which was formulated by the 
constituting committee with special care. This reads: 


"The Basis of the EKD is the message of Jesus Christ, as given to us in 
the Bible in the Old and New Testaments. Together with the old Church, the 
EKD stands on the ground of the old Church confessions. In the Reformed under- 
standing of the Christian message, the Lutheran, Reformed and Unionist Churches 
and members affiliated know that eae are linked with the confessions which 
they regard as valid." 


Concerning the importance of the Declaration of Barmen, article I states: 
"The EKD with its member Churches confirms the decisions taken by the Confes- 
sing Synod in Barmen, and pees the theological declaration of May 31, 1934, 
as a protest against heresy, a protest in accordance with Scripture and con- 
fession, which it will be the Church's duty to continue in future." 


The draft tries to define the spiritual concerns which are shared by the 
"Landeskirchen", In addition tc the mutual reccgnition of Holy Baptism, the 
door is left open for fellowship in the Holy Communion. article 5 says: 
"Evangelical Christians must not be excluded from participation in the Holy 
Communion because they belong to another confession also affiliated to the EKD." 


Among the tasks assumed by the EKD is that cf secing "that the member 
Churches take action on the essential questions of church life and policy in 
accordance with agreed principles." 


Other tasks cf the EKD are: the care of Evangelical Germans abroad, the 
representation of Evangelical Christians in Germany on the ecumenical fence 
the support of all organisations which promote church unity, and the placing 
of the concerns of the Church before the public authorities. 


The independence of the Church with regard to the State is expressed in 
Article IV ef tne draft: "Within the limitations of the law as applicable to 
all citizens, the Evangelical Church in Germany is independent and free to draw 
wp its own principles, to form its own organisation, to appoint its officials 

end to carry out its tasks. Its as»lationship to the State will be settled later 


by a special agreement." 
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The organisation of the FKD is on three levels: the highest organ is the 
Synod, whose 125 members are elected by the Synods of the member Churches or by 
the Council. Side by side with the Synod is the Church Conference, consisting 
of the church leaders of the member Churches. There is also the Council of the 
EKD consisting of nine members elected from the Synod and the President of the 
Synod; the Council's task is to guide and administer the Evangelical Church 
and to represent it on outside bodies. The headquarters of the Council are the 


Chancellery and the Church Office for Foreign Affairs. HeP.S. Geneva 
UNITED STsTES weeting of the World Alliance for International 


Friendship through the Churches 


The american branch of the World alliance for International Friendship 
through the Churches in cooperation with the Church Peace Union held its annual 
meeting in Boston on November 14, 1947. The conference dealt particularly with 
the problem of how to achieve a just and durable peace. . 


Dr ilizabeth a. Dexter, who recently returned to america after spending 
18 months in Europe as representative of the Church Peace Union, spoke of the 
hope of peace which is still living in the hearts cf many in Hurope. Canon 
W.WedJudd, President of the Canadian Council cf the World Alliance, emphasised 
the close relationship between the social, economic and international spheres. 
He said dominant groups must strive to improve social conditions and must help 
the economically underprivileged so they "may recognise their own rights and 


prove worthy of them." E.Psos Geneva 
_ UNITED STATES Separation of Church and State 


More than forty Protestant national and civic leaders met in Chicago on 
November 20, 1947, and elected Bishop G. Bromley Uxnam, cf the Methodist Church, 
as president of an interim committee on Church and State. Dr John A. Mackay of 
Princeton Theclogical Seminary was elected vice-president and Dr J.M. Dawson, 
director of the Baptist Joint Conference Committee on Public Relations, in 
Washington, was named recording secretary. 


The group approved the preparation cf a manifest on separation of Church 
and State to be released at a meeting in Washington on January 12, 1948. Dr 
Dawsen, on behalf of the meeting, announced that the organisation was formed 
with’ the express purpose of "maintaining the American principle of separation 
of Church and State upon which the Federal Constitution guarantees religious 


liberty to all the people of the United States." EeP.o. Geneva 
GERMANY An Exanple of Christian Solidarity 


The "Hilfswerk der Evangelischen Kirchen in Deutschland" in Stuttgart has 
published a report on the help received from Churches abroad since the war. 


"A11 the Protestant national Provincial Churches", says the report, "are 
members of the Hilfswerk. as time went on, they were joined by all the Free 
Churches and non-Roman Catholic associations, and the so-called Refugee Churches 
from Eastern Germany and Hastern and South-eastern Europe are represented on 
the Hilfswerk as auxiliary committees. So that Hilfswerkhas become the great- 
est unit of German Protestantism since the Reformation." 
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The help sent by the Christian Churches outside Germany is shown by the 
following figures: "In the third quarter of 1947 Hilfswerk has received 
2,000,000 kilograns of gift parcels from abroad and has distributed them in all 
four zones of occupation to relieve the most urgent distress, especially among 
children and refugees, The number of gift parcels received from abroad since 
the idea was started, is over 20 million. Since the foundation of Hilfswerk - 
which cane to birth in August 1945 at the Episcopal Conference of Treysa - it 
has received altogether 21,30L,UC0 kilograms of gift parcels from ex-enemy or 
neutral countries. 


The above figures do not include the gift parcels and standard parcels 
sent by foreign donors to individuals, and distributed by Hilfswerk all over 
Germany, even to the remotest parishes, Several hundred thousand parcels weigh- 
ing several million kilograms have been distributed te private individuals in 
this way. Furthermore the numerous special endowments entrusted to Hilfswerk 
are not included in the above statistics; these were given for the reconstruc- 
tion of churches and similar purposes; one example is the undowment of 38 
barrack-churches by Christians abroad - these barracks were erected by the side 
of damaged city churches, 


In publishing these figures Hilfswerk wculd like to take the opportunity 
of thanking the foreign denors in the name of innumerable suffering Germans, 
Among the largest giving organisations aré the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva (to whose Reconstruction Depertment Hilfswerkbelongs as the German 
member) and the American organisations Church World Service, Lutheran World 
Relief, Emergency Planning Council, Mennonite Central Committee, Brethren 
Service Committee, Unitarian Service Committee, American Friends! Service Com- 
mittee, and other church relicf organisations all over the world. 


Hilfswerk is financed entirely from German sources, through collections 
from member: Churches which have so far contributed over 100,000,000 marks. Al- 
though there are no reserves left in Germany, and in spite of the bad food 
situation, the gifts of food and textiles received from Christians within 


Germany still reach a considerable level." E.P.o. Geneva 
CONGO Religious Revival 


The October issue of the review "Congo Mission News", published by the 
Congo Evangelistic Mission in Leopoldville, contains a report on the religious 
revival which is spreading anong the Congo pupchations. It shows how deeply 
conscious the new converts are of their call as Christian witness. 


From one station one writes as follows: "During the dry season the rivers 
had got lower than within living memory. In many parts the natives were in 
real distress through lack of water. In October the rain came; but when, it 
came, it was in no uncertain manner. Empty river beds became rushing torrents. 
The parched bushland became a tangled mass of dripping green. Something simil- 
ar has been happening in the churches and villages of our dIiStrLets o« We 
prayed tc God so long for revival and claimed the promise ‘I will pour water 
on him that is thirsty and floods upon the dry ground'. God heard and during 
1946 we experienced the greatest revival we have ever been privileged to see," 
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"One gcod result of the revival" concludes the missionary review, "has 
been the building of new and larger brick churches by the Christians themselves. 
The old ones were far toc small to hold the people wishing to attend the meet- 
ings. Also the native free-will offerings have increased, in fact, they were 
in 1946 double of those in 1945 and now we are looking forward to seeing a 
further increase,!"! BeP.»oeGeneva 
UNITED STATES 


Federal Council Reaffirms Opposition to 


Conscription 


Reaffirming its opposition tc compulsory universal military training, the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America declared on November 18, 
that "the fear of war can best be allayed and the risk of war can best be 
diminished by accelerating the eccnomic and social recovery of Europe and Asia. 
The resources and energies of our nation should not now be diverted from this 
primary task of reconstruction," 


The Council pointed out that ten national religious assemblies have taken 
action opposing compulsory military training, and that no Churches affiliated 
to the Federal Council have supperted the proposed programme. Despite its 
"full recognisition of the need for adequate military defence", the Council 
warns that “any effort to establish now compulsory military training will meet 
with wide spread oppesition fcr religious and moral reascns." 


The Council stated further that there is opposition among the Churches to 
"the gcvernment assuming responsibility for indoctrination and discipline in 
the matter cf citizenship, since it has been the genius of our democracy tc 
rely upon the home, the Church and school for such training." 


The statement concluded with the reminder that the Federal Council at its 
biennial meeting in Seattle in December 1946 supported "the announced purpose 
of our government to work for a comprehensive system of disarmament... We be- 
lieve that if our nation were now to reverse the military policy to which in 
peace time, it has adhered from the days of its foundation, in favour cf a 
system of compulsory universal military training, the effect would be further 
to jeopardize the possibility of regulating md reducing armaments by inter- 


national agreement." BeP.o. Geneva 
NORWsAY Contact between the British. and the 


Norwegian Churches 


The Bishop cf Worcester and the Very Rev. Dr J. Baillie, Prefesscr of 
Divinity at Edinburgh University, visited Norway in November on behalf of the 
British Council of Churches. 'I found everywhere the greatest eagerness for 
closer relationships between the British and Norwegian Churches", writes Dr 
Baillie in their joint report. The visit was said to have marked the first 
official contact between these Churches since the Reformation, 

E.P.o. Geneva 
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